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@ ANALYSIS

Can bariatric procedures be anew
avenue for medical tourismin India?

Bariatric procedures with its varied opportunities is set to drive medical tourism. However,
certain SOPs need to be in place, finds out Raelene Kambli

healtheare providers expect
the industry will double to 86

peries to medical tourism
geem minuscule ot present |
yet the number of medical
tourists seeking weight loss
treatments is on the rise. The
Ministry of Health and Family
discipline has great potentinl
oy minde Indis g hiven for med-
ical tourism.

The Industry also seem to
be very upbeal about this
trend.

Metabolic and bariatric
surgery experts further in-
form that on an average
around 16000-18 000 surger-
ies are conducted every year
in India and this number is ex-
pected to rise.

Says Dr Muuffazal Lak-
dawala, Chairman of institute
of Minimal Invasive Surgical
Sriences and Research Center,
Snifee Hospital, “The bariatric

200,000

patients travel
to India for

ical tourism

15000
18000 to

surgery market has been
stendily growing since the last
decnde and so 35 its contribu-

tion to mediesl tourism, Way
back in the vear 2004 we did
around two- three cases of
hartatric surgeries but today
do many more metabolic and
barfatrle  proved Ad-

22-25°

MEDICAL (g} TOURISM
Q)

$6 BILLION

growth in revenue
medi projected by
tourism 2018

Chairman- Max Institute of
Minimal Acewss, Metabolle &
Barintric Surgery, Chalrman-
Surgery & Allied Surgleal Spe-
cinlties, Executive Viee Chair:
man- M.u Healtheare,

“Bari fes in India

vanees in our medical litern-
‘ture can been a major contrib-
utor to this success. Today,

have roughly Inmased by
twelve-fold in the last decade.

with approximately twenty to

dure market the new ovenue

for medical tourism.

Drivers for growth

Worldover, obesity i on the
rise and g0 are bariatric sur-
geries. Indin with its impres-
shve healtheare olfierings Mh

India since 908, that time it
was belng performesd sparmdi-
cally on patients coming from
developed nathons such as US,
UR, Australia ate. Around $0)
per cent of the medieal tourists
were from the diveloped coun-
trigs. However, there has heen
n-shift since insurnnee compn-
nies in these nations Iuve

=0 number of medica) tourist
from these eountries have de-
creased over the years, More-
aver, cotintires such s Mexico
v been i

medical tourists from the US
i {6 due

to around I&lﬁ per cent to
medical tourism which is cer-

tweaty
conducted last year itselfl
However, the number of sur-

ies conducted on interna-

Reries
tional patients is less".

Let us understand what's

to healtheare costs

£ Indin, Mevarthaloss, we hitve

viga are some of the driving
forcos. for medical tourism

a inflow of patients
coming from Pak-
Istan, Africa, South Asian
countries, Fiji Islands, Mari-
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The challenges in the future
s fonein sationrs, Woulld be related to quality and
Dr Prashanth Rao Chiet Con- — fficacy of such procedures as e o ol
Generst Saryery & parivic Well as the SOPs related to such it feld andem of patieats travalling

CA for treatment
anhnl;m -om|:p|.lnme procedures Dn\mku:mm =

death. 5o an increase in the
prevalence of obesity and its
attendant complications, public
AWAreness, insurance covernge
and government efforts to
curb obesity nre ull drivers for
the bariatric surgery market,
Costs nbroud are probibitive
fur these surgeries with a lap
band costing as much as
$10000and as much as $17000
for a lap gastrie bypass. The
cost can be as high as $50,000
in the US. The same can be
done in as less as 35000 -
10000 in Indin. And Indis of-
fers the same cutting edge
technology and healthears ex-
mwwm

leaders In world map for
baristric surgery and weight
Joss surgery”.

drivers men-
thaned above it & unlikely that
medical tourism for bariatric
surgery will diminish. In fact,
expirts believe that the sector | y B P 4 ieﬁ'_’""t
will homeeforth grow ut o fister } | L v L -
pace and will open new av-
enues for medical tourism.
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Mol’themmlnanru
gerness to operate more; if ot
all the rules are violsted or
protocol bent, there can be dis-
aatrous results which will

International experts are of the
point of view that bariatric
procedures as far beyond just
surgeries. Itisatreatment
mechanism that needs to be
handled delicately as well as
patients need to mentored time
and again, even after the surgery
: has been performed

Allmﬂlcani&m'h}ﬁn

Eman'ystory ina glst).
Whmwulllmﬂmz.

Doctors ut Saifee Hospital

provement in her sister's
health? Is the health and
touriam Ministry is at fault for

not having elear SOPS? Was

EMAN'S STORY
INAGIST

the Indian media irresponsi-
ble in its reporting and public-
ity and turned an otherwise
medical nchievement for the
country into a PR nightmare!
Or was this entire issue o re-
wult of n mismateh of expeetn-
thons from both parties?
There are several ramifica-
tionn relnted to this ense

S0Ps for such procedures.
When ashed if there was a
mismateh of expectations in

promise but as I meationed
enrlier that the deliverables
needed to be documented
properly und these copies
should huve boen handesd over
Lo both pembissies to mbintain
an  approprinte  decorum.
Mureover, T also believe that
there is n need for responsible
Journalism in Indin"

When nsked about what
winld be his next step, he in-
foermed s of o committes tht
wouild bie set up by the govern-

Emnn's sagn is ' case in point
and & presage for all stake-
holders related to medical
tourism  and especially
barintric Interna-
tionnl experts are of the point
of view thut bariatric proce-
dures ns fur beyond Just sur-
geriea. Tt is 0 trentment
mechaniem that needs to be
handied delicately as well as
patients need to mentored
time nnd again, even after the
surgery has been performed.
Therefors, certaln SOPs need
to be in place and stakehold-
ers need to take ah consorted
Initintive to robullt the trust
factor and clear the air sur-
rounding baristrie surgeries
and medical touriem in Tndia.
Drr Rajeew Yernvdekar, Direc-
tor STHS says that there Is
also u need for educotion in
medical tourism, which will
e beneficial for both doctors
und hospital sdministrators.
Additionally, experts of the
opinion that the government
will also need to Keap tab of
the many online medical
tourism  platf -

inminmchofupmuﬂnu

and a consequence of a PR ac-
tivity going wrong, Dr Lak-
dwaln providing his clarifica-
tion on the case, sald that
henceforth, he would ensure
that ench and every deliver-
able is documented and that
he would inyolve the Indian
and the forefgn embossy to fa-
cilltute the procesdings of the

rooming within the country
that promise to faeilitate
high-end service for forelgn
patient. Their authenticity
and legality under to be kept
under the seanner without
their effarts ind
contributions to boost med-
ienl value travels for India,
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